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Adams Elementary School in Las Vegas, Ne-
vada and recent recipient of the Milken Family 
Foundation National Educator Award. 

The Milken Family Foundation National Edu-
cator Awards program recognizes and rewards 
outstanding teachers, principals, and edu-
cation professionals who go above and be-
yond to achieve excellence in education. 
Since the first award was presented in 1987, 
over 2,200 recipients have this prestigious 
award. Ms. Johnson was one of the 100 edu-
cators chosen for 2006–2007 school year and 
the 78th Nevada educator to win. 

Ms. Johnson’s long career as an out-
standing educator and an effective adminis-
trator has earned her this much deserved na-
tional recognition. For the past 17 years, Ms. 
Johnson has served the Clark County commu-
nity where her insight, guidance, and leader-
ship have propelled academic improvement in 
students of all levels and abilities. 

As principal of Kirk Adams Elementary 
School, Ms. Johnson has implemented several 
programs that have not only inspired student 
successes but have also enhanced the profes-
sional lives of the teachers on her staff. 
Adams Elementary is one of only four schools 
in the Clark County School District to be des-
ignated as an empowerment school. This dis-
tinction allows the administrators of Adams El-
ementary to have more control over the 
school’s budget and curriculum. 

Most notably, under Ms. Johnson’s leader-
ship, the school has seen teacher turnover 
rate reduce to less than 10 percent. Finally, 
through the establishment of a Professional 
Learning Community, Ms. Johnson has cre-
ated an environment in which teachers, par-
ents, students, and the community work to-
gether to facilitate student success. 

Madam Speaker, I am proud to honor Ms. 
Johnson and her achievements. I wish Ms. 
Johnson continued success in her career in 
primary education. 
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INTRODUCTION OF SEPTEMBER 
11TH HUMANITARIAN RELIEF 
AND PATRIOTISM ACT 
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OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, February 15, 2007 

Mrs. MALONEY of New York. Madam 
Speaker, today I introduce the September 
11th Humanitarian Relief and Patriotism Act 
with Representatives PETER KING, RANGEL, 
NADLER, SERRANO, ISRAEL, ENGEL, BERMAN, 
SCHAKOWSKY, and HARE. 

We are introducing this legislation because 
the terrorist attacks of September 11, 2001, 
left many surviving spouses and children of 
legal employment-based visa holders and un-
documented workers in jeopardy of being de-
ported, because their immigration status was 
linked to a family member who was employed 
at the World Trade Center. 

The USA PATRIOT Act initially gave some 
immigrants amnesty until September 10, 2002. 
Others, who were not protected by the am-
nesty provided by the PATRIOT Act, because 
they were undocumented, also face deporta-
tion. The administration has acted with care by 
not moving forward with deportation proce-
dures for many of them, but their status none-
theless remains in limbo. This legislation 

would provide permanent relief for the non-cit-
izen dependents of deceased victim of the 
September 11, 2001, terrorist attacks, as de-
termined by the September 11th Victims Com-
pensation Fund. These individuals should not 
be forced to leave the country because of the 
actions of the terrorists. 

Finally, I would like to thank Moshe and 
Debra Steinberg for their assistance in pre-
paring this legislation for introduction and for 
all of the work they have done on behalf of the 
victims of the September 11, 2001, terrorist at-
tacks. I urge my colleagues to support this 
legislation and urge its swift passage into law. 
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Thursday, February 15, 2007 

Ms. NORTON. Madam Speaker, it is a privi-
lege to call to my colleagues’ attention this 
year’s 100th anniversary of Hoya Basketball at 
Georgetown University here in the Nation’s 
Capital. Over the last century, the Georgetown 
Hoyas have had great success on the basket-
ball court, but I am proud to say there is much 
more to the Hoyas than their athletic prowess. 
The teams have had a strong record of aca-
demic success, community service and devel-
oping leaders that have served the Nation with 
distinction. 

First, to their success on the basketball 
court: The Hoyas were the NCAA National 
Champions in 1984 and have made it to the 
Sweet Sixteen or beyond in nine NCAA tour-
naments since 1980. They have played in Na-
tional Championship games in 1943, 1982, 
1984 and 1985. Since the founding of the Big 
East Conference in 1980, the Hoyas have 
been six time Big East Champions. Having 
played in ten National Invitational Tour-
naments, in three years, the Georgetown team 
made it to the NIT Final Four. Former George-
town head basketball coach John Thompson, 
Jr., was named Coach of the Year seven 
times during his career at Georgetown. In 
1988, Coach John Thompson, Jr. coached the 
U.S. Men’s Olympic Basketball team, and six 
of the last eight U.S. Men’s Olympic teams 
have included Georgetown Hoya players or 
coaching. After completing their careers at 
Georgetown, many of their players have gone 
on to success in the NBA including Alonzo 
Mourning, Dikembe Mutombo, Allen Iverson 
and Patrick Ewing, to name just a few. 

Georgetown athletics have also been com-
mitted to ensuring the academic success of 
their players. In fact, during the years when 
Coach John Thompson, Jr. led the team to 
win after win on the basketball court, he also 
focused on ensuring that his players suc-
ceeded in the classroom. Of 78 players who 
stayed at the University for four years during 
the years that John Thompson, Jr., led the 
team, 76 received their degrees for a 97% 
graduation rate. Since being under the coach-
ing of Craig Esherick and John Thompson, III, 
the Hoyas have maintained that same commit-
ment to ensuring the academic success of 
their players on the court. 

In addition to the Georgetown Hoyas who 
have gone on to professional basketball ca-
reers of significant renown, two former 

Georgetown team members are names all of 
us in the Congress will recognize. First, our 
former colleague who just retired earlier this 
year after a long career in this chamber, the 
Honorable Henry Hyde of Illinois, played on 
the first Georgetown Hoyas team to play in a 
National Championship game in 1943. Here in 
the House, Congressman Hyde served with 
distinction both as Chairman of the House Ju-
diciary Committee and of the House Inter-
national Relations Committee. The other famil-
iar name, Paul Tagliabue, served as Commis-
sioner of the National Football League from 
1989 through September, 2006. Mr. Tagliabue 
graduated from Georgetown in 1962 and sub-
sequently earned a law degree from New York 
University School of Law. His record of re-
bounds remains in the top 20 through George-
town Hoya history. 

It is also heartening to know that this team 
has a long record of community service here 
in the District of Columbia as well as nationally 
and internationally. Since 1980 when the 
Hoyas began playing in arenas off campus 
with adequate space, it has been Georgetown 
basketball policy to donate at least 1,000 tick-
ets per game to community groups here in the 
City. At present, some 80 organizations ben-
efit from those donations in a typical season. 
Recognizing the importance of developing 
interactions between young people and law 
enforcement, the Hoyas partner with the DC 
Police Department and Coca-Cola each year 
to sponsor the ‘‘Kids ‘n Cops’’ program when 
about 1,500 young people from the District at-
tend a Hoyas basketball game with members 
of the District police force. Also, as part of a 
broader Georgetown athletics mentoring pro-
gram known as ‘‘GAME,’’ basketball team 
members tutor students at the SEED School 
here in the District. 

The experience of engaging in community 
service has carried forward as Hoyas graduate 
and go on to their own careers. I will share 
just a few of many examples of this important 
legacy of Georgetown basketball. Alonzo 
Mourning who graduated in 1992, is deeply in-
volved in community programs in South Flor-
ida where he now lives with a focus on devel-
opment and education programs for at-risk 
children and their families. He has also sup-
ported kidney research and programming for 
foster children. Since leaving Georgetown in 
1998, Allen Iverson has established the Cross-
over Foundation which is actively involved in 
mentoring young people, assisting with access 
to technology and providing scholarships. As 
we heard in this chamber last week during the 
President’s State of the Union address, 
Dikembe Mutombo, who graduated from 
Georgetown in 1991, has funded a 300 bed 
teaching hospital in his home of Kinshasa, 
Democratic Republic of the Congo. In 1996, 
he also funded the expenses of the Zairian 
women’s Olympic basketball team. In addition, 
he has been engaged in the NBA’s Basketball 
Without Borders program in Africa and else-
where. 

In closing, I would also note that, as part of 
the important effort to promote public diplo-
macy, three former Georgetown Hoyas, 
Courtland Freeman, Omari Faulkner, and 
RaMell Ross, have in recent years participated 
in the State Department’s cultural envoys pro-
gram. That work has taken them to South Afri-
ca and Botswana where they have focused on 
efforts to promote behaviors to prevent the 
spread of HIV–AIDS and to El Salvador and 
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